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MEASURE 37 
 

GOVERNMENTS MUST PAY OWNERS, OR FORGO ENFORCEMENT, WHEN 
CERTAIN LAND USE RESTRICTIONS REDUCE PROPERTY VALUE 

RESULT OF “YES” VOTE:  “Yes” vote requires that governments pay owners, or forgo 

enforcement by repealing, changing, not applying restrictions, when certain land use 

restrictions reduce owners’ property value. 

RESULT OF “NO” VOTE:  “No” vote rejects requiring that governments pay owners or forgo 

enforcement by repealing, changing, not applying restrictions, when certain land use 

restrictions reduce property value. 

SUMMARY:  Currently, Oregon Constitution requires government(s) to pay owner “just 

compensation” when condemning private property or taking it by other action, including laws 

precluding all substantial beneficial or economically viable use.  Measure enacts statute 

requiring that when state, city, county, metropolitan service district enacts or enforces land use 

regulation that restricts use of private real property or interest thereon, government must pay 

owner reduction in fair market value of affected property interest, or forgo enforcement.  

Governments may repeal, change, or not apply restrictions in lieu of payment; if compensation 

not timely paid, owner not subject to restrictions.  Applies to restrictions enacted after “family 

member” (defined) acquired property.  Creates civil right of action including attorney fees.  

Provides no new revenue source for payments.  Certain exceptions.  Other provisions. 

ESTIMATE OF FINANCIAL IMPACT:  

The measure would require state administrative expenditures to respond to claims for 
compensation of between $18 million and $44 million per year. 

The measure may require compensation to landowners. The amount of state expenditures 
needed to pay claims for compensation cannot be determined. 

There is no financial effect on state revenues. 

The measure would require local government administrative expenditures to respond to claims 
for compensation of between $46 million and $300 million per year. 

The measure may require compensation to landowners.  The amount of local government 
expenditures needed to pay claims for compensation cannot be determined. 

The effect of the measure on local government revenues cannot be determined. 

               


